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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

3 i r: 

In advance of the first officer action, please attend 
the above-identified application as follows. 

INT THE SPECTFieATION: 

Pago 1, first paragraph,- replace the title- with the 
following: 

— A METHOD OF- USING A PULLING TOOL FOR PULLING OFF A 
ROTOR OR FAN FROM A SHAFT — ; 


Page 1, replace the third paragraph that starts with 
"The present application- is a- continuation-in-part . . . " 
with following new parapraph: 

— ■ The present application is a continuation 
application of application serial number 09/542,932, 
filed ftp-rii 4, 20-00, which is a continuation of 
application serial number 09/186,291, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6, 249, 958, which is~ a continuation application of 
serial number 08/966, 681, filed November 10, 1997, now 
abandoned, -which is a continuation-in-part of 
application of serial number 08/061,362, filed May 12, 
1993, now U.S. Patent No. 5, 390", 404", which is- a 
continuation-in-part of application of serial number 
Q7/90O>348-,- filed June 18-, 199-2> now- U.S. Patent No. 
5,211, 211, which is a continuation-in-part of 
application of serial number- 07/737, 046, filed -July 
29, 1991, now U.S. Patent No. 5,163,211. — 

w the emms- 

Cancel claims 1-11 and 14-16, without prejudice. 
Substitute claim 12 with the following amended claim 


CLAIM 12 (AMENDED) . A method of using a pulling tool 
for pulling- off- a ro*or of a isetor or a fan from a shaft, 
said pulling tool comprising an elongated screw having a 
first end and a- second end,- a housing with which said screw 
is threadingly received, said housing comprising a first 
open end through which threadingly passes said screw, and 
a second open end through which protrudes said second end 
of said- screwy said housing comprising at least first 
securing means for releasably holding a fan, said first 
securing means comprising a p-iurality of hooked securing 
arm-members, each said arm-member having a first end and 
a second hooked end, said second end of- each- said arm- 
member being capable of being hung so as to protrude 
beyond said second open end of said housing, said housing 
comprising a first, relatively-narrower section 
having a first end constituting said first open end, 
and a second end/ and a second, relatively-larger section 
having a first end connected ttr said second end of said 
first section, and a second end constituting said second 
open end" of said housing; said second section 
comprising an annular surface portion; said annular 
surface portion having groove means- formed therein' for 
receiving said second ends of said arm-members, said 
method- comprising; 


a) inserting said first ends of said plurality of 
arm-members in said groove means; and 

(b) slidingly moving said first ends in said groove 
means in order to achieve a desired spacing between said 
■first ends, whereby said arm-members are spaced apart in 
an optimal fashion. 


VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW- CHANGES MADE 


IN THE SPECIFICATION; 

Page 1, first paragraph, title- have been changed 
as follows: 

A METHOD OF USING A PULLING TOOL FOR PULLING OFF A 
ROTOR- OR FAN FROM A -SHAFT 

Page 1, the third- paragraph that starts with "The 
present application is a continuation-in-part . . has 
been changed as fallows. 

— The present application is a continuation 
application of application serial number 09/542,932, filed 
April 4, 2000, continuation application of application 
09/186,291, now U.S. Patent No, 6,249,958, which js a 
continuation application number of serial number 
08/966,681, filed November 10, 1997, now abandoned, which 
is_continuation-in-part of application of [copending] of 
application [of J serial number 08/061,362, filed on May 12, 
1993, now Patent No. 5,390,404, w hich is a continuation-in- 
part application serial number 07/900,348, filed on June 
18, 1992, now Patent No. 5,21T,21I, which is- a 
continuation-in-part of application of serial number 
07/737,04-6, filed on July 29, 1991, now 
U.S. Patent No. 5,163,211. — . 


IN THE CLAIMS: 


CLAIM 12 (AMENDED) , A method of using a pulling tool 
for pulling off a rotor of a motor or a fan from a shaft, 
[and the like, 3 saidr pulling tool comprising an elongated 
screw having a first end and a second end, a housing with 
which said screw is threading! y- received, said housing 
comprising a first open end through which threadingly 
passes said screw, and a second open end through which 
protrudes said second end of said screw, said housing 
comprising at least firat securing means far releasal^ly 
holding a fan, [and the like,] said first securing means 
comprising a plurality of hooked securing- a rm-memhe r s , 
each said arm-member having a first end and a second 
hooked end, said s-eeond end of each: said arm-member feeing 
capable of being hung so as to protrude beyond said second 
open end of said housing, said housing comprising- a 
first, relatively-narrower section having a first end 
constituting said: first open end, and a second end;- and 
a second, relatively-larger section having a first end 
connected to said second end: of said- first - section, and a 
second end constituting said second open end of said 
housing; said^ [first end of said] second section 
comprising an annular surface portion; said annular 


surface portion having groove means formed therein for 
receiving said second ends of said arm-members, s?aid 
method comprising: 

a) inserting said first ends of said plurality of 
arm-members in said groove means; and 

(b) slidingly moving said first ends in said groove 
means in order to achieve a desired spacing between said 
first ends, whereby said arm-members are spaced apart in 
an optimal fashion. 

REMARKS 

The present amendment has been submitted in order to 
only method claims. 
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